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Introduction to 
Genealogy

• What is Genealogy? 

• An account of  the 
descent of  a person, 
family or group from an 
ancestor, i.e., pedigree 

• The study of  family 
ancestral lines. 

• Often called a family tree



Seminar Goals

• Learn about information sources (good and bad) 

• Learn how to record the information in a way that 
is understandable and retrievable 

• Learn how to get past “brick walls” 

• Learn how to present information for heritage 
societies 



Family Interviews

• Your first step in research is 
to interview family 
members 

• Key dates and locations 

• Parents, grandparents, etc 

• Employment, hobbies 

• Family stories



Record Keeping
• Begin record keeping with the family interviews. 

• Record the conversations either audio or video (smart phones 
are ideal for this) 

• Record key dates and places on a family tree chart. We will 
cover computer record keeping later, but it is easier to take 
written notes during an interview. 

• Before computer genealogy everyone used written records and 
it is still quite easy to do this for 6-10 generations. 

• An example chart is in the handouts.





Resource Materials

• Once you have exhausted family member resources it is time 
to start digging into records. 

• In this section we will primarily cover records (proof  sources) 
acceptable to heritage societies, and where to find them. 

• This process has gone through radical change in the last 
thirty years as more records have been digitized for the 
internet. 

• But, as with everything on the internet, there is also 
misinformation, particularly with recently saved genealogies.



Records to use
• As noted, the preferred method of  research uses documents. 

These are required for heritage societies like DAR, SAR and 
Mayflower Society. Some of  the ones to look for are: 

• Birth/baptism record - Some of  these are available on-line 
but you may need to write to the town clerk or church in the 
town your ancestor came from. Some census records show 
exact dates while others show an approximate year of  birth. 

• Death/burial record - On-line resources like “find-a-grave”, 
the social security death index and cemetery and tombstone 
records are usually reliable but you can also get a copy of  
the death certificate from the local town clerk.



Records to Use
• Marriage license/certificate/record - Some are available on-

line. You can get copies from the local town clerk or church 
where your ancestors were married. 

• Census - The US census is a great way to show how one 
generation links to another. Currently census records are 
available on-line from 1790 to 1940. Up until 1850, the census 
only listed the name of  the head of  household and only the 
age ranges of  other family members. Later census data 
provides names, ages, birth location and occupation of  all 
family members. Due to fire, the 1890 census is only partially 
available.



Records to Use

• Published genealogies - Before the days of  the internet, most 
genealogy information was passed along in published books. 
Scans of  many of  them are now on-line. Well researched 
articles from “The American Genealogist” or the New 
England Historic and Genealogical Society “Register” are also 
valuable resources. Published genealogies prior to 1850 are 
usually accepted by heritage societies. 

• Military histories - If  you think your ancestor was in the 
military, you can often get a record of  their service from 
websites like “fold3.com”. North country revolutionary war 
soldiers who are buried here may be found on this site.

http://fold3.com


Records to Use

• Town/local histories - Most towns have a published history. Look 
for the time period your ancestors lived to get an idea of  what their 
life might have been like.  

• Maps - If  your research indicates where your ancestors lived, you 
can usually find a map showing their property and possible pictures 
of  it on-line. 

• Photos - As you put together material for a family history, be sure to 
record and save photos of  individuals, family homes, tombstones, 
battle sites,.  etc which relate to the family. These will be especially 
useful to other family members or descendants reading your work



Warning!!

• Do not trust internet genealogies saved on 
Ancestry, Familysearch, etc. as a final answer. They 
can only serve as hints and are not accepted by 
heritage societies. 

• Some internet genealogies show the source 
material for the information. If  so, go to the source 
material and use it if  applicable. However, 
referencing another person’s genealogy is not valid.



Record Keeping

• As noted earlier, if  you don’t record the information you 
uncover, it will quickly be forgotten and you will have to do 
it all over again. 

• Most people just starting out will create a notebook with 
ancestral charts and copies of  important documents and 
photos. This is probably the easiest method for recording up 
to ten generations. 

• Once you get beyond this point, you are getting into filing 
cabinet range and you may want to consider using a 
computer based genealogy program.



Genealogy Programs

• The first thing to consider about genealogy programs is the 
operating system it uses: Windows, Mac or something else. 

• The next thing to consider is how much memory the program uses 
and how the data you put in will be stored.  

• Although web based programs like Ancestry and Family Search offer 
a great many features for creating data and saving it safely, their 
weakness is being able to get the data out in a format which can be 
published.  

• Some popular genealogy programs which are resident on the 
computer are: Legacy (windows), Reunion (Mac), Family Tree 
Builder (windows), and Roots Magic (both)



Program Output
• My own favorite output report is Ahnentafel or 

Register report. This is the format used by the New 
England Historic and Genealogical Society. I have yet 
to find a web based program that does this well. 

• This report starts with all of  the information on the 
first generation (you) and then goes to subsequent 
generations you have recorded. It will print out 
pictures, notes, stories, lists of  references for the 
individual, spouses, children, brothers and sisters. I 
have found this format to be ideal for sharing my 
findings with others.



Register report Example



Internet Programs

• There are two main types of  internet genealogy sites: those 
that are search engines for ancestor information, and those 
that allow you to create a file to save the information you find. 

• Two of  the most popular programs for both research and 
saving information are ancestry.com and familysearch.org. 
Both have very similar features and capabilities, but while 
Ancestry has an annual subscription fee, Family Search is 
completely free. In addition to government and published 
sources, Family Search gives you access to the extensive 
resources of  the LDS library in Salt Lake City.

http://ancestry.com
http://familysearch.org


Using Familysearch

From the main screen select the “Search” function.



Using “Search”

Type in as much information as you can then press search
Select a grandparent or great grandparent to search for



Signing In

• Although this is a free program, you will need to 
register as a user. 

• If  this is your first sign in, you will be asked to create 
a user name, password and provide an email address. 

• After registering, you can sign in from any computer 
using your user name and password. 

• Once you have registered, you will be taken to the 
search screen for the person you entered.



Records
There are two possible searches; “records” and 
“genealogies”. The records search gives you a list of  
actual documents concerning your ancestor. This is the 
preferred method for genealogists. 



Genealogies

The “genealogies” search gives you information from other 
people who are researching the same person. Always back this 
up with records since this information may be wrong.



Creating Your File



Entering Information



Research Only Sites

• fold3.com: Military records from colonial times to the 
present. Annual fee. 

• Americanancestors.com: Site of  the New England 
Historic and Genealogical Society. Annual fee. 

• Google, etc.: Free search engines that sometimes 
provide interesting information. 

• The American Genealogist (TAG): Excellent basic 
research on families. Annual fee.

http://fold3.com
http://ancestors.com


Getting Past Brick 
Walls

• Refining A Search in FamilySearch.Com 

• If  you know your ancestor’s name, place of  birth and approximate date range, you can often do 
a simple search to get more information. This section of  the program will explain what to do if  
you don’t get the answer. 

• Familysearch, like most database programs, allows you to narrow down responses to your query 
by adding more and different types of  information. This process is called “filtering”. 

• The first possible filter type is “life event”. There are five choices in this section. Fill in as many 
as you can. 

• Birth (including birth place and a year range for birth) 

• Marriage (including marriage place and a year range for marriage) 

• Residence (including residence place and a year range for residence) 

• Death (including death place and a year range for death) 

• Any (including a place where your ancestor may have lived and when)



Getting Past Brick 
Walls

• Filling in Life Event filters when you are not sure of  the answer 

• The most common search problem is finding the names and dates of  ancestors when you 
don’t know either one. 

• What you should know, however, is the name and perhaps birthdate of  their child. 

• If  the child was born in the U.S. after 1850, he/she will likely be listed on the U.S. Census 
with their parents. This will likely turn up in a search for the child in Familysearch. 

• Date ranges for all life events allow you to approximate a search. As a clue, remember that 
most children are born when their parents are between 20 and 35 years old. If  you know the 
child’s birth year, you can include an approximate range for the parent’s birth years. Likewise, 
marriage year can be approximated at the year of  the child’s birth or up to 15 years earlier. 

• The “other” filter can be helpful in locating parents by the birth location of  the child. If  you 
know where the child was born, you also know that the parents were living there at that time.



Getting Past Brick 
Walls

• Filtering by Relationships 

• The next set of  filters refers to other people who may have been related to the individual you are searching for. 

•  The first category is “spouse” and it allows you to enter in the name of  the husband or wife of  the person you 
are searching. Use a wife’s birth name if  possible. 

• The next category is “parents” where you can enter mother and father’s names of  the person you are 
searching. 

•  The last relationship is “other”. Do you know the name of  other children of  the person you are searching for? 
How about brothers or sisters of  the person? This can help narrow down a census record. 

• Filtering by Record 

• The last filtering section is “Records” You can filter by location, Type, batch and film, The last two are purely 
for people familiar with the LDS data storage system, The first two, however can be useful. 

• The location filter consists of  two pull-downs which allow you to select a country and a state or province. This 
can be useful if  you only want census records for New York State for example. 

• The second useful filter is by Type. Here you can choose the area of  search you want. You can check as many 
as you want



Getting Past Brick 
Walls

• Searching Genealogies 

• Although most of  your research should be done with proven records 
sometimes you can get past a brick wall by getting hints from other 
people’s research.  

• The Genealogies tab at the top of  the search area in Familysearch, will 
give you access to other people’s research on the ancestor you are looking 
for. 

• Filtering within the genealogies is similar to what we just covered and will 
help you narrow the responses down. 

• Be particularly aware of  source citations within the genealogies to make 
sure they reference a proven source.



Coming to America

• If  you have gone back far enough, you will find that your ancestors came from 
another country. The first place to look would be immigration records. These 
will tell you the date they came here, often the ship they came on, the port they 
came from and came to. Some ship’s passengers and their descendants, like the 
Mayflower, are very well documented. 

• Once you have identified the country they came from and possibly their home 
town, you can continue your on-line search using documents like the ones you 
used for America. Many of  these, particularly for European countries, are also 
available on-line. Both Ancestry (access to world genealogy records is an extra 
fee) and Familysearch have extensive records from other countries. Canadian 
records are excellent. 

• If  you are not proficient in the language, there are internet translation sites 
that can help.



DNA Research

• DNA testing can reveal where your ancestors came from thousands of  
years ago and can also help you determine possible relationships to living 
people. You can order a DNA test from several on-line sources such as 
Ancestry.com. 

• DNA testing will not tell you the names and dates of  your ancestors  or 
other relatives. 

• Two main types of  tests are available; Y chromosome and mitochondrial.  

• Y chromosome tests trace your paternal ancestry and is useful for 
tracing family names. 

• Mitochondrial tests trace your entire ancestry



Genetics and Genealogy

• Basic Definition: Genetics involves the use of  a person’s 
DNA to determine things like their relatives, susceptibility 
to certain medical conditions, and deep ancestry. 

• How do genealogists use genetics? 

• 	 - Determining parentage 

• 	 - Determining relatives and how close people are related 

• 	 - Determining ancient paternal nationality 

• 	 - Determining percentage of  total ethnic ancestry



Review of Human 
Genetics



Human Genetics

• - Every person has 46 chromosomes in 23 pairs 

• - Each chromosome is made up of  DNA strings 

• - A stretch of  DNA on a chromosome is called a gene 

• - Each gene is made up of  four building blocks (A,C,G,T) 

• - The sequence of  these building blocks is what makes us unique 

• - Geneticists have identified 46 locations on the DNA strings which can be 
used 	 to determine relationships between individuals and hereditary ethnicity. 

• - At each location, the ACGT sequence may be repeated. The number of  
times it is repeated in each location is the value used to determine relationships 
and ethnicity. 



The Process
• The DNA test 

• - Typically involves a swab inside the cheek. 

• - Variety of  providers offer the test at a variety of  costs. 

• - ancestry.com has a kit for $99 which gives you analysis of  all 46 locations. 

• - You can specify YDNA or Mitochondrial DNA tests. 

• 	  

• Example from my tests 

• - Why did I choose to be tested? 

• - As I may have mentioned, my mother’s maiden name was also Cook. 

• - This always created a question as to whether my parents may have been related. 

• - As I studied historical genealogy, I found that both sets of  ancestors were in Windsor, Connecticut in the early 
1600’s, and that Elihu Yale, founder of  Yale University had speculated that they were related.  

• - YDNA tests for myself  and one of  my mother’s male cousins would prove it one way or another. If  the tests 
matched, the two lines would have a common male Cook ancestor. If  they were different, the Cook lines were not 
related.



The Findings

• Results of  my YDNA test showed that my ancient male 
ancestor is from haplogroup I1 which is over 30,000 years 
old and common to France, Germany and Saxon 
England. 

• My mother’s cousin’s YDNA test showed that his ancient 
male ancestor is from haplogroup R1b which is common 
is France and southern England. 

• The conclusion is that these two Cook lines are not related 
on the male line and have not been for 30,000 years.



Overall Genetic Makeup 
(Ethnicity)



Applying to Ancestral 
Heritage Societies

• In “the old days” (ie, prior to 1970) most heritage societies did not 
require a great deal of  proof  that you were related to a person 
covered by their society. If  you could list the ancestors you thought 
were in your line, that would be enough. 

• The wealth of  genealogical material both published and on-line has 
changed all that. While making genealogy more accessible, it has also 
forced heritage societies to tighten up their requirements. 

• There are a wide range of  societies which specialize in things like 
family name (Alden kindred), immigration (Mayflower society), 
military service (DAR, SAR), first settlers (DFAW), etc. Since the 
application forms are all similar, we will use the SAR form as a guide.



The SAR Form

• The first part of  this and many other forms is to 
establish the name of  the ancestor who you think fits 
into the society guidelines and why you think so. 

• You will also be asked some basic information about 
yourself. 

• The rest of  the first part of  the form is to list the names 
and dates of  all those in the direct line of  descent to 
the qualifying ancestor. This usually includes birth, 
marriage, death and locations.





Proof

• The next part of  the form is to list the proof  sources you used for 
names and dates of  each person in the lineage. The most important 
type of  proof  is one that shows the linkage between the generations. 
These should also be referred to as a number. 

• You will need to provide copies (never originals) of  all the proof  
sources with corresponding numbers on them for easy reference. If  
copies have a great deal of  information on the page (ie, census) you 
should highlight the salient facts your are referencing. 

• You will also need to provide proof  showing how the end of  line 
ancestor qualifies. (Military records, ship passenger lists, records of  
first settlers, etc)



Sharing Your Research

• There is little point in doing all of  the work on your genealogy 
if  your don’t share it with family. There are several ways to do 
this. 

• First, going back to the beginning of  our seminar, you can 
share family tree charts with them. This will give them a basic 
idea of  names, dates, places and how the generations relate to 
each other. 

• A second method is to share the Ahnentafel report we 
discussed. This will give added information, photos, notes and 
references and for many family members this will be enough.



Sharing your research

• If  you have been saving your information on-line through a 
program like Ancestry or Family Search, you can choose to give 
other people access to the information either just to read, or to 
edit. 

• You could also create and manage a family history newsletter 
which keeps everyone up to date on your findings as they occur. 

• Finally, if  you really get into it, you can create a family history 
book which puts each generation into the context of  the time in 
which they lived so the reader gets a better idea of  how they 
lived.



Sharing Your Research

• The Valcour Battle Chapter 
created a program for fifth 
grade students to help them 
trace their family genealogy. 

• When it was implemented at 
Keeseville, they held a family 
history night to share what 
they had found. Each student 
created a display showing 
many of  the techniques we 
have discussed.



Time for Questions


